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From: James Ehlers <jamesehlersvt@gmail.com>

Sent: Tuesday, October 4, 2022 12:27 PM

To: Mike Ferrant

Subject: [External] Fwd: Vermont Water Quality Standards Testimony
[External]

-—------- Forwarded message -----—---

From: James Ehlers <jamesehlersvt@gmail.com>

Date: Tue, Oct 4, 2022 at 12:23 PM

Subject: Vermont Water Quality Standards Testimony
To: charlene@|eg.state.vt.us <charlene@leg.state.vt.us>
Cc: James Ehlers <jamesehlersvt@gmail.com>

Members of Legislative Committee on Administrative Rules:

We are reminded by the Congressional Research Service in its 2016 report to the members of
Congress Clean Water Act: A Summary of the Law (October 18, 2016) that "The 1972 legislation
[Clean Water Act] declared as its objective the restoration and maintenance of the chemical,
physical, and biological integrity of the nation’s waters. Two goals also were established: zero
discharge of pollutants by 1985 and, as an interim goal and where possible, water quality that is
both “fishable” and “swimmable” by mid-1983. While those dates have passed, the goals remain,
and efforts to attain them continue." |

We are informed by the Environmental Protection Agency's (EPA) Water
Quality Standards Handbook: Chapter 1: Water Quality Criteria, Section
4 State and Tribal Authority, Subsection 1 that "General Provisions Under
Section 303(c) of the CWA [Clean Water Act], states and authorized tribes
are responsible for reviewing, revising, and adopting WQS [Water Quality
Standards] and submitting such WQS to the EPA for review and approval

or disapproval. Consistent with Section 510, states and tribes may develop WQS more
stringent than required by the CWA and the EPA’s implementing regulations at 40 CFR Part 131."

It is incomprehensible, given the myriad of indicators demonstrating the ongoing degradation to the
waters of our state, that the Agency of Natural Resources (ANR) would neglect its responsibility to
protect, restore, and enhance said waters, to include wetlands, for Vermonters by declining to

develop more stringent standards than required by the EPA, particularly when it is well known that
EPA requirements are, in most cases, the lowest common denominator, if any requirement exists at
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